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Planning Projects & News                            First Quarter Report 

 

The City of Chilliwack’s Zoning Bylaw was adopted in 2001 and has been amended from �me to �me in response to 

new development and to address various “housekeeping” maBers.  With the comple�on of the 2040 Official 

Community Plan (OCP) review in 2014, it is �me to re-evaluate the Zoning Bylaw and conduct a comprehensive 

review of the document to support implementa�on of the OCP’s goals, objec�ves and policies.  Such review will 

also include implementa�on of best prac�ces in urban planning and development while ensuring the Zoning Bylaw 

is consistent with Provincial legisla�on, is improved, updated and simplified as well as crea�ng a use-friendly and 

organized document. 

 

A request for expressions of interest has been released seeking proposals from qualified consultants to include 

innova�ve and alternate solu�ons to the project that may, along with other things, indicate value added services, 

cost saving benefits, improved public engagement, reduced risk, etc. to enhance the Zoning Bylaw Review process 

and outcomes. 

 

Stage 1 of the project will see the closing date for 

expressions of interest as May 3
rd

 with Request for 

Proposals being issued to selected proponents for Stage 

2 on May 15
th

.  Once the successful consultant has been 

selected by Council, the Zoning Bylaw Review project is 

an�cipated to begin in July of this year and take 

approximately 1 year to complete.  Community 

engagement between members of the public, key 

stakeholders and Council will be a key element to the 

overall success of this project. 

Zoning Bylaw Review 

With rising house prices, a strong real estate market, and rental vacancies at record low levels, the City is 

experiencing a shortage of affordable housing. The development of secondary suites within single family homes 

offers addi�onal housing and is an opportunity to carry out the City of Chilliwack Homelessness Ac�on Plan, which 

iden�fies secondary suites as one way to increase affordable housing, as well as reduce the carbon footprint, an 

Official Community Plan Air Quality and Energy Management ac�on strategy.  

 

Secondary suites has its benefits but can bring with it land use planning and infrastructure challenges. 2015 BC 

Assessment data indicates that 134 single detached homes in Chilliwack contain secondary suites and it’s es�mated 

that the actual number could be significantly higher, assuming there are many suites developed post construc�on 

without a building permit.  

 

Legalizing secondary suites typically means expanding areas where secondary suites are permiBed within single 

family homes supported by programs to encourage homeowners to voluntarily bring their exis�ng suites into 

compliance with City bylaws or build and legalize future suites.  

 

To determine a course of ac�on and beBer understand the issues and op�ons for legalizing suites in the City, a 

report is currently underway with Urban Systems and the Planning and Strategic Ini�a�ves Department. Public 

engagement is an�cipated to start late this spring.  

Secondary Suite Study 
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In March 2017, a Homeless Survey took place in the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD).  At the same �me, a 

similar survey was undertaken in the Metro Vancouver area.  This was a 24 hour snapshot and included the 

involvement of numerous organiza�ons and volunteers.  Similar to counts in the past, people were surveyed in a 

variety of seNngs over a 24 hour period, which included shelters, meal programs, hospital, and the warming 

centre, among others. As was an�cipated, the number of homeless people surveyed increased drama�cally. 

According to the official count numbers, Chilliwack saw an increase of 203%, from 73 people in 2014 to 221 people 

in 2017. Some of the notable numbers from this year’s count include the increase of individuals who report 

addic�on, increasing to 70% from 2014’s  42.5%. Also important to note is that while the percentage of individuals 

between the age of 15 and 19 decreased, given the drama�c increase in overall numbers of homeless in Chilliwack, 

homeless youth increased by almost 50%, from 32 in 2014 to 47 individuals in the 2017 count. 

 

To address the increasing demand for safe, affordable housing, the following projects are in the works: 

 

1. Ruth and Naomi’s Mission are developing 35 units of affordable rental housing for single parents and 

families, with $6 million in funding from the Provincial Government; 

2. MQHS are developing 80 units of aboriginal themed affordable rental housing for low income households, 

with $11 million in funding from the Provincial Government; 

3. The Salva�on Army, working with BC Housing, has confirmed designs for a modular building to be placed on 

their current site, which will shelter an addi�onal 60 people, increasing their capacity from 45 to 75 beds.  

The modular building is expected to be opera�onal  by October 2017.  

 

In addi�on to housing projects, the City was also involved in the setup of a 10 week Warming Centre, to help the 

marginalized popula�on get through a very severe winter. The partnership involved the Province of BC (funds), 

Ruth and Naomi’s Mission (Operators), Chilliwack United Church (Host Building), and the City of Chilliwack (Project 

Set-up and Par�al Funds). Throughout the 10 week project, there was an average of 98 people who accessed the 

site each day. Service recipients received a 

warm dry place to be, access to warm 

drinks and food, and some outreach 

services. Of the service recipients, 4 people 

were housed, including 3 into the Ruth and 

Naomi “Step Inn, Step Up” residen�al 

recovery program. Throughout the 10 

weeks, there was a wide array of both 

support and concern for the Warming 

Centre, its loca�on, and effects on the 

surrounding community. The City of 

Chilliwack and Ruth and Naomi’s were very 

responsive to voiced concerns and will be 

evalua�ng future opportuni�es to address 

this need. 

Homelessness Ac,on Plan Update 
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Chilliwack Healthier Community  

January:  Now in the final year of the Chilliwack Healthier Community (CHC) 2014 Strategic Ac�on Plan, CHC 

partners discussed the process for evalua�ng the 2014 plan and planning for the 2017 plan.  Discussions also 

took place on hos�ng a candidates’ event, in light of the upcoming provincial elec�on.  The event will be a 

Mental Health and Addic�ons-themed “Conversa�on with the Candidates” aimed at both educa�ng the candi-

dates on issues that are priori�es to CHC partners, as well as leaning what the candidates and their par�es’ 

plaRorms are on these issues. On January 25 a re-vamped InfoChilliwack online resource inventory, was 

launched, represen�ng the comple�on of two years’ work by the CHC Community Connec�ons Task Team. 

January 26 was the date of the first of five financial literacy workshops, a highly successful collabora�ve pro-

ject between CHC and the Chilliwack Learning Society (CLS) and the Chilliwack Family YMCA called “Money For 

Living.” Overwhelming registra�on resulted in the team and the facilitators doubling and then tripling the se-

ries. 

 

February:  Much of February 2017 was about preparing for CHC’s Annual Public Event – The CHC Community 

Resources Expo, held in conjunc�on with the Chilliwack Local Ac�on Team’s “Evening with Gabor Mate” on 

March 3.  This was a highly aBended community event that started out at GW Graham, sold out in minutes, 

and had to be moved to Chilliwack Senior Secondary’s main gym. Mul�ple partners put in hours of planning to 

deliver an incredibly successful event. The February 28 CHC Informa�on and Networking Breakfast was 

themed “Employment Educa�on and Support.” The CHC Mental Health and Addic�ons Task Team produced 

an informa�on card to accompany the green ribbons this year and expanded the green ribbon campaign. The 

cards and ribbons were available at the CHC Community Resources Expo and Gabor Mate presenta�on event. 

The CHC Opening Doors Task Team established dates and funding for a late spring session of the “First Na�ons 

Historical Impact Training Series.” 

 

March: March 3 was the date of the CHC Community Resources Expo, which saw 43 exhibitor booths and filled 

the great hall at CSS. Hundreds of community members connected with the service providers present. The 

Housing First Task Team Communica�ons CommiBee also began to look at ways to communicate the work 

that is being done by CHC partners to address homelessness and affordable housing in Chilliwack.  The Hous-

ing First Task Team Landlord Group met and is working on the details of the Chilliwack Landlord Informa�on 

and Networking Lunch, set for April 26. The March 28 CHC Informa�on and Networking Breakfast was themed 

“Physical Health and Wellness.”  At the monthly partners mee�ng, presenta�ons were made regarding CHC 

accomplishments since 2014, and the strategic planning process for the development of the 2017 CHC Strate-

gic Ac�on Plan. 
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* Note:  Business Licences include new, change of 

address, ownership changes and non-resident. 
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